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Goals ! * I  Encourage overal  I development of t h e  canrnunify i n  a manner which 

i s  v isual  l y  pleasing, which preserves and enhances t h e  semi-rural 
cha rac te r  o f  t h e  loca l  environment, and which proTects t h e  scenic 
qua l it i es af  t h e  cammun i t y .  

1.2 Through cooperat ion between C i *  goverment  and commercial sector, 
encourage a thriving, we l l  designed, a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p leas ing  
commercial area, preserving a strong t a x  base, compatible w i t h  t h e  
r e s  i den t fa  l na tu re  o f  t h e  surrounding community. 

1*3 Provide standard$ and guldance f o r  t h e  design and development of 
commercial f a c i l t l t i e s  i n  t h e  communi+y which enhance t h e  C i t y ' s  
appearance, aesThetlc qualities and business po ten t i a l .  

I I 

2.1 RESIDENTIAL Conditions, 
The C i t y  o f  La Canada F l i n t r i d g e  mainta ins a d i s t i n c t i v e  community 
l i f e  s t y l e .  Much o f  t h e  community was developed p r i o r  t o  mass 
grad ing  techniques u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  1950's and 1960's. As a conse- 

Trends 
quence, t h e  h i l l s i d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p rac t i ces  i n  t h e  C i t y  resu l ted  i n  
a r e s i d e n t i a l  community harmonious w i t h  t h e  topography upon which it 
i s  located. The n e t  v i s u a l  impact o f  these p rac t i ces  i s  today's 
semi-rural  appearance: winding s t ree ts ,  extensive areas conta in ing  
n a t i v e  vegeta t ion  and homes t h a t  blend i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e s .  

2.2 COMMERCIAL 

The cmmerc ia l  area o f  t h e  C i t y  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  developed. The 
commercial d i s t r i c t  a long F o o t h i l l  Boulevard resembles many o ther  
" s t r i p M  commercial areas i n  Southern C a l i f o r n i a ,  w i t h  s tores f r o n t i n g  
on t h e  sidewalk having l i m i t e d  setbacks, moderate o r  inadequate o f f -  



s t r e e t  parking, no u n i f i e d  design theme f o r  s t ruc tu res  and v i r t u a l l y  
no landscaping. Except ions t o  these a re  along t h e  no r th  and south 
s ide o f  Foothi  I  I  Bou I  evard easter  I  y o f  Oakwood Avenue. Th i s  
s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  boulevard presents an image more cons is ten t  w i t h  t h e  
overa I  I  character  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  commun ity. The iandscap i ng 
i s  generous and t h e  f r o n t  setbacks o f  t h e  s t ruc tu res  are  such t h a t  
pedestr ians do not  f ee l  c o n s t r i c t e d  between bu i l d l  ngs and t h e  
s t r e e t s .  

Commercial a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  C i t y  i s  o r i en ted  t o  t h e  local res idents.  
I t  i s  t h e  C i t y ' s  d e s i r e  t o  cont inue t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  a commercial 
base which a l s o  has a reg iona l  appeal. I t  i s  an t i c i pa ted  t h a t  f u t u r e  
commercial expansion i s  l i k e l y  t o  be l i m i t e d  and would no t  inc lude 
a reg iona l  shopping ma1 I. 

2.3 FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

Both t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial sectors a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  " b u i l t  
out t t .  I n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  sec tor ,  it i s  est imated t h a t  t he re  w i l l  
be on ly  300 t o  400 new dwe l l i ng  u n i t s  constructed i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
C i t y  i n  t h e  nex t  f i v e  years, represent ing  an- increase o f  less than 
f i v e  percent i n  t h e  C i t y  's  hous i ng stock. 

I n  t h e  commercial sec tor ,  o r i e n t a t i o n  w i l l  cont inue t o  be community/ 
loca l  r a t h e r  than reg iona l ;  thus, e x i s t i n g  s t ruc tu res  w i l  I  genera l l y  
s u f f i c e .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  w i t h  C i t y  i n i t i a t i v e  and encourage- 
ment, t h e r e  w i t  l be s i g n i f i c a n t  recons t ruc t i on  and remodeling. Since 
incorpora t ion ,  t h e  C i t y  has reviewed and maintained approval a u t h o r i t y  
over t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  design o f  commercial b u i l d i n g  cons t ruc t i on  and 
reconst ruc t ion .  No such a r c h i t e c t u r a l  rev iew process has been app l i ed  
t o  res  i d e n t i a l  deve lopment. However, it i s  an t i c i pa ted  t h a t  f u t u r e  
h i 1  l s i d e  development on slopes exceeding f o r t y  (40)  percent  w i l l  be 
sub jec t  t o  arch i t e c t u r a l  review cons idera t ions .  
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3.1 HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT 

The h i 1  l s i d e  areas o f  t h e  community f o r  which f u r t h e r  development 
has been proposed by t h e  property owners represent  a p o t e n t i a l  r i s k  
t o  cont inued maintenance o f  t h e  semi-rural character o f  t h e  C i ty .  
While these areas a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  small i n  t o t a l  acreage, subs tan t ia l  
po r t i ons  of them a re  v i s u a l l y  very prominent from much o f  t h e  
community. Future cons t ruc t i on  i n  such h i l l s i d e  areas should 
be o f  a type and s t y  l e  o f  development - arch i t ec tu re ,  bui l d ing  
mater ia ls ,  c o l o r s  and landscape scheme - which supports r a t h e r  than 
c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  ccmmunity image o f  a wooded semi-rural 
area. Components o f  t h e  C i t y ' s  development regu la t ions  focusing 
s p e c i f i c a l  l y  on h i1  l s i d e  development i s  acccmpllshed I n  a manner 
cons is ten t  w i t h  t h e  goa ls  and p o l i c i e s  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  t h i s  General 
Plan. 

3.2 COMMERC I AL DEVELOPBIENT 

Piecemeal ccmmercial development o f  t h e  ccmmunityls business d i s t r i c t  
has r e s u l t e d  i n  lnconsistencles i n  development standards, park ing  
capaci ty , I andscap 1 ng, arch i t e c t u r a  l and des ign character t h e  
e n t i r e  length o f  F o o t h i l  I Boulevard. However, because t h e  e x i s t i n g  
ccmmercial development i s  func t iona l  f o r  cu r ren t  and p red ic tab le  
f u t u r e  needs, t h e r e  may no t  be s u f f i c i e n t  incent ive  t o  s t imu la te  
commercial recons t ruc t i on  o r  remodeling on a scale large enough t o  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  upgrade t h e  v isua l  and aes the t i c  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
commercial sec tor  i n  t h e  foreseeable fu ture .  Six p r inc ipa l  areas 
o f  t h e  commercial sec tor  which would he lp  enhance t h e  o v e r a l l  
appearance o f  t h e  community and which mandate prompt a t t e n t i o n  
are: ( I )  a lack o f  adequate f r o n t  setbacks on many commercial 
s t ruc tu res  r e s u l t i n g  I n  s t ruc tu res  which crowd t h e  sidewalk and 
s t r e e t ;  ( 2 )  general lack o f  landscaping - a problem amp l i f i ed  by 
t h e  inadequate setbacks described above; ( 3 )  a lack of s u f f i c i e n t  
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and/or we I I -des igned of f - s t r e e t  park i  ng, r e s u l t  1 ng i n general 
inconvenience, t r a f f i c  congestion, and p o t e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  
hazards; ( 4 )  an excessive number of signs, many of which lack good 
design; ( 5 )  exposed roof  mounted apparatus on commercial s t ruc tures  
and ( 6 )  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  l i n e s .  

3.2.1 FRONT SETRACKS 

I n  response t o  t h e  need f o r  increased f r o n t  setbacks, t h e  
C i t y  has, i n  p rac t i ce ,  discarded setback prov is ions  o f  t h e  
adopted Los Angeles County Zoning Ordinance and has required 
ample setback f o r  new commercial development. This p r a c t i c e  
has resu l t e d  i n  t h e  development of a more open s t y l e  and 
has al lowed f o r  increased landscaping. The C i t y ' s  p o l i c y  
should spec i fy  a minimum p u b l i c  sidewalk width and setbacks 
be measured from t h e  inner edge o f  t h e  p u b l i c  sidewalk. 
F ina l  iy,  s ince many o f  t h e  cmmercla l  l o t s  have depths t h a i  
are substandard by most modern requirements, a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
setback p o l i c y  necess i t i a tes  t h a t  cons idera t ion  be given 
t o  such cons t ra in ing  fac to rs .  

3.2.2 LANDSCAPING . . 

Many o f  t h e  modern commercial s t ruc tu res  i n  La Canada 
F l  l n t r i d g e  have incorporated extensive landscaped areas i n  
t h e i r  designs, which sof tens t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  formal e x t e r i o r  
o f  commercial establishments. Landscaping i s  an important 
component of a favorab le  v i sua l  impact. I t  i s  important 
a long F o o t h i l l  Boulevard as wel l  as i n  t h e  park ing areas. 
Large, s t r i ped ,  unlandscaped asphal t  park ing l o t s  a re  
a e s t h e t i c a l l y  i ncons is ten t  i n  character w i t h  t h e  semi-rural 
image o f  t h e  ccmmunity. On t h e  o ther  hand, park ing l o t s  
which a re  landscaped w i t h  t r e e s  and shrubbery become impor- 
t a n t  components o f  t h e  open and green space image desired by 
community res idents.  
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3.2.3 COMMERCIAL PARKING 

Establ ishments w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  p rov ide  o f f - s t r e e t  park ing 
t h a t  i s  inadequate by today 's  standards i n  both area and 
design. On t h e  south s ide  of Foo th i l  l Boulevard, shal low 
l o t s  have forced commercial s t r u c t u r e s  t o  s u f f e r  from pro- 
p o r t i o n a t e l y  shal low depth and have r e s t r i c t e d  park ing t o  
very t i g h t  areas. On t h e  no r th  s i d e  o f  F o o t h i l l  Boulevard, 
commercial l o t s  a r e  genera l l y  la rger ,  bu t  parking arrange- 
ments a re  s t i l l  f u n c t i o n a l l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  and i n  most cases 
not  v i s u a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e .  A rev iew and r e v i s i o n  of local  
ordinances r e g u l a t i n g  park ing  standards w i l l  be necessary 
t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  improve these cond i t ions .  I t  i s  essent ia l  
t h a t  t h e  C i t y  encourage t h a t  t h e  design and layout  o f  com- 
merc ia l  park ing  f a c i l i t i e s  enhance t h e  semi-rural character 
o f  t h e  community. 

3.2.4 CCNMERCIAL SIGNING 

E x i s t l n g  commercial s lgn ing  does not  i n  c e r t a i n  instances 
r e f l e c t  t h e  q u a l i t y  and a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  community. 
There a re  t o o  many s igns canpeting w i t h  one another a t  t h e  
expense o f  t h e  en te rp r i ses  they  are  intended t o  i d e n t i f y ;  a  
la rge  number of f reestanding and roo f  s igns dominate t h e i r  
surroundings; several  commercial developments w i t h  a  h igh  
r a t i o  o f  s i gn ing  t o  cmmerc ia l  b u i l d i n g  area; and large o f f -  
s i t e  b i l l b o a r d s  which dwarf loca l  businesses adjacent t o  them. 
Ideal ly ,  a l l  commercial s igning,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  large o r  h i g h l y  
v i s i b l e  signs, would be designed i n  such a fashion t h a t  t h e  
sca le  o f  ad jacent  f a c i  l it ies wou 1 d  be respected and t h e  
s ign ing  would be a e s t h e t i c a l l y  compatible w i t h  i t s  surround- 
I ngs. 
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3.2.5 ROOF MOUNTED APPARATUS 

Both  o l d  s t ruc tu res  which a r e  upgraded f o r  user comfort  and 
new s t r u c t u r e s  which a r e  designed w i th  modern conveniences 
f requen t l y  have exposed a i r  cond i t i on ing  un i ts ,  compressors, 
p i p i n g  and o the r  equipment o r  apparatus mounted on t h e  roo f .  
The negat ive v i s u a l  appearance o f  such equipment can be 
e l im ina ted  by proper design i n  t h e  e a r l y  stages o f  t h e  
remodeling o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  planning; o r  minimized by l oca t i on  
and screening when such equipment i s  placed on e x i s t i n g  b u i l d -  
i ngs. 

3.2.6 UTILITY LINES 

The overhead u t i l l i y  l i n e s  on F o o t h i l l  Boulevard, Verdugo 
Boulevard and Angeles Cres t  Highway are  a h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  and 
negat ive  a e s t h e t i c  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  community. For t h e  m s t  par t ,  
u t i l i t y  poles i n  t h e  community c a r r y  telephone l ines ,  loca l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  h igh  vo l tage  and t ransmiss ion l i n e s  and t rans-  
formers, as we l l  as s t r e e t  l i g h t i n g  on F o o t h i l l  Boulevard. As 
a r e s u l t ,  t h e  overhead u t i l i t y  l ines- reach h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  
he igh ts  exceeding s i x t y  f e e t  and c a r r y  extremely v i s i b l e  and 
o b t r u s i v e  l i n e s  and u t i l i t i e s  adding a negat ive f a c t o r  t o  
t h e  community's phys ica l  appearance. The C i t y  has approved 
t h e  undergrounding o f  u t i l i t i e s  along F o o t h i l l  Boulevard 
from Angeles Cres t  Highway t o  Commonwealth Avenue which i s  
t o  be cunpl eted by 1981. 

3.3 COMMERC I AL RE810DEL I NG 

The cunmercial sec tor  o f  t h e  community has developed over t h e  years 
w i thou t  a un i fo rm plan. The absence o f  good i nd i v idua l  o r  supple- 
mental arch i t e c t u r a l  design; i ncons i s tenc i  es i n  bu i l d i ng setbacks; 
o v e r a l l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  park ing;  a lack  o f  landscaping; and o ther  
f ac to rs  p rev ious l y  i d e n t i f i e d  I n  t h i s  Element have been fac to rs  
leading t o  t h e  present  appearance o f  t h e  commercial sector .  
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I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  p r i v a t e  redevelopment and remodeling w i l l  
occur i n  t h e  fu tu re .  Guidance prov ided f o r  t h e  upgrading should 
be i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  long range community goals f o r  t h e  purpose 
o f  v i sua l  l y  merging design elements o f  t h e  commercial s t r i p  w i t h  
s i m i l a r  elements o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  cunmunity. 

3.4 CITY IMAGE 

A c i t y ' s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  inc ludes u t i l i t y  serv ice ,  sewage removal 
and disposal systems and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and communication systems. 
The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  system i s  t h e  s i n g l e  most prevalent  and cont in -  
uous element o f  t h e  urban environment. Almost every res iden t  t r a v e l s  
on o r  uses t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  system each day. I t  shou Id, there fore ,  
r e f l e c t  t h e  standards o f  t h e  community i n  i t s  design, development and 
maintenance. T r a d i t i o n a l  ly ,  t h e  elements o f  a cmmuni ty ls  i n f r a s t r u c -  
t u r e  system were designed and constructed w i t h  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
a e s t h e t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  one component o f  t h e  system t o  another. 
Performance and c a p i t a l  c o s t  cons idera t ions  were given almost exc lu-  
s i ve  p r i o r i t y ,  and v i s u a l  e f f e c t s ,  such as a f o r e s t  of overhead 
u t i l i t y  wires, were n o t  considered important. However, changes i n  
technology have now made it poss ib le  f o r  commun i t i e s  t o  g i v e  consider- 
a t i o n  t o  a e s t h e t i c  impacts, and t h e  issue o f  v isua l  q u a l i t y  has been 
g iven increased importance i n  our l i v e s .  Overhead u t i l  i t y  i n s t a l  la- 
t i o n s ,  t y p i c a l l y  a f l a g r a n t  a e s t h e t i c  o f fense i n  an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
system, a r e  now i n s t a l  led underground simultaneously w i t h  o ther  
serv ices  such as water and gas, when development takes place. The 
a e s t h e t i c  qua1 i t i e s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  La Canada F l  i n t r i dge ,  p o s i t i v e l y  
de f ined by t h e  fea tu res  o f  i t s  semi-rural  character  as discussed 
prev ious ly ,  a re  de t r imenta l  l y  impacted by several components o f  
t h e  community's i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  system. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  u n s i g h t l y  
overhead u t i  l i ty I i nes on t h e  south s i d e  o f  Foothi  I I Bou levard, 
from approximate ly  t h e  F o o t h i l l  Freeway on t h e  east  t o  Verdugo 
Road on t h e  west, d e t r a c t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from t h e  appearance o f  t h e  
C i t y ' s  c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t .  Fur ther ,  t h e  entrance t o  t h e  
C i t y  a t  t h e  terminus o f  t h e  Glendale Freeway (S ta te  Route 2 )  a t  
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Footh i  I  l Boulevard, s u f f e r s  from lack o f  landscaping and an abundance 
o f  s t a r k l y  prominent highway s igning.  The underground i n s t a l  l a t i o n  
o f  u t i l i t i e s ,  landscaping and c r e a t i v e  t reatment  o f  s t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e  
(i.e. s t r e e t  l i g h t s ,  benches, t r a s h  receptac les,  sidewalk paving) 
can be used cont inuous ly  throughout  a ccmmunity. to enhance i t s  image. 

3.5 CITY MARKERS I 
Another aspect o f  C i f y  image i s  p u b l i c  s igning,  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s igns 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a v i s i t o r  i s  now i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  La Canada F l i n t r i d g e .  
Except f o r  t h e  west end, t h e  C i t y  i s  c l e a r l y  separated from ad jo in ing  
communities by na tu ra l  topographic features.  Because o f  t h e  unique 
s t y l e  of development, an oppor tun i t y  e x i s t s  t o  develop a s ign ing  
program t h a t  d e p i c t s  t h e  des i rab le  aspects o f  t h e  community. I n  t h i s  
regard, one concept would e n t a i l  t h e  s tandard iza t ion  o f  a community 
logo and t h e  placement o f  a number o f  small monuments ( s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  markers) a t  key entrances t o  t h e  community. 
Since t h e  purpose o f  t h e  s i g n i n g  program would be t o  in t roduce t h e  
v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  community i n  i t s  most favorab le  l i g h t ,  t h e  prec ise  
placement o f  such s igns  i s  very important. 

The major gateways t o  t h e  cunmuniiy e x i s t  a t  t h e  terminus o f  t h e  
Glendale Freeway a t  F o o t h i l l  Boulevard and a t  t h e  eas t  and west C i t y  1A CANADA FMTRIT)G 
boundaries of t h e  210 freeway. The C i t y  should seek Sta te  ass is tance 
i n  o rder  t o  develop and main ta in  t a s t e f u l l y  landscaped entrances t o  t h e  
canmun i t y  w i t h  appropr i a t e  markers a t  these locat ions.  

Other important l oca t i ons  where C i t y  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  might be appro- 
p r i a t e  are: 

I .  Linda V is ta  Avenue a t  t h e  C i t y  l i m i t s .  
2. Berksh i re  Place a t  Oak Grove. 
3. Berksh i re  P lace a t  the .o f f ramp from westbound 210 freeway. 
4. Angeles Cres t  Highway a t  C i t y  l i m i t s .  

Community 
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5. Verdugo Boulevard near Wishing H i l l  Dr ive.  
6. Chevy Chase D r i v e  near Figueroa St ree t .  
7. F o o t h i l l  Boulevard a t  Pickens Canyon. 
8. Ocean View Boulevard northbound south o f  F o o t h i l l  Boulevard. 

4.1 The C i t y ' s  development regu la t i ons  should inc lude s p e c i f i c  p rov i -  
s ions t o  ensure t h e  p rese rva t i on  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  landfor-ms, as 

Policies 
. shown on J-i*W$ 1 1',1,3 i n  t h e  Appendix, and t o  guarantee t h a t  f u t u r e  

h i l l s i d e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development i s  cons i s ten t  w i t h  t h e  best  
examples o f  e x i s t i n g  development. S i g n i f i c a n t  landforms a r e  any 
r idges ,  k n o l l s ,  va l leys ,  creeks, e i t h e r  d ry  o f  a c t i v e  o r  o ther  
un ique topographic fea tures  o r  viewscapes as depicted on t h e  
Environmental Resource Management Map (F igure  1 1  1-3) i n  t he  Appendix.. 

4.2 The C i t y  should encourage residences developed i n  h i  l l s i d e  areas 
t o  be designed, landscaped and b u i l t  o f  ma te r i a l s  which blend 
w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  environment. 

4.3 The C i t y  should rev iew a l l  plans f o r  development w i t h i n  t h e  
cmmerc ia l  sec tor  f o r  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  surrounding developments 
and gu i de I i nes. 

4.4 The C i t y  should prov ide  guidance f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  design, land- 
scaping and s ign ing  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a l l  commercial development t o  
achieve development o f  t h e  h ighes t  q u a l i t y .  

4.5 The app rop r ia te  use o f  landscaping should be encouraged i n  
conjunct  ion  w i t h  arch i t e d u r a l  review of any s t r u c t u r e  and u t i  l iza-  
t i o n  o f  any setback. Communitv 
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4.6 The C i t y  should r e q u i r e  t h a t  land uses i n  commercial zones be iand- 
scaped, i r r i g a t e d  and p rope r l y  maintained i n  requ i red  f r o n t  setback 
areas as we l l  as along t h e  per imeter  and i n t e r i o r  o f  park ing lo ts .  

4.7 The C i t y  should r e q u i r e  a landscaped setback f o r  commercial s t ruc -  
t u r e s  of ample depth r e l a t i v e  t o  b u i l d i n g  he igh t  t o  assure the  
p r o v i s i o n  and maintenance o f  subs tan t i a l  landscaping and t o  achieve 
an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n teg ra ted  design and appearance from t h e  s t ree t .  

4.8 The C i t y  should take  steps t o  minimize p o t e n t i a l  negat ive impacts o f  
commercial s igns on t h e  C i t y ' s  semi-rural image. 

4.9 The C i t y  should seek S ta te  ass is tance i n  t h e  development o f  a land- 
scaped entrance t o  t h e  commun ity w i t h  app rop r ia te  markers a t  t h e  
terminus o f  t h e  Glendale Freeway off-ramp a t  F o o t h i l l  Boulevard 
and a t  t h e  east and west C i t y  boundaries o f  t h e  210 freeway 

t 
5.1 The C i t y  has adopted and s h a l l  implement a H i l l s i d e  Development 

Management Ordinance, i n t o  which a r e  incorporated design c r i t e r i a  Programs 
ensur ing development o f  h i 1  l s i d e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  a manner and q u a l i t y  
cons i s t e n t  w i  t h  ex i s t  i ng canmun i ty character .  

5.2 The C i t y  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  rev iew f o r  p ro jec ts  which 
i nvo l ve  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a h m e ( s )  on na tu ra l  o r  manmade slopes i n  
excess o f  f o r t y  (40)  percent.  

5.3 The C i t y  shal l consider  adopt ion of a Her i t age  Tree Ordinance t o  
assure p rese rva t i on  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  and n a t i v e  t rees .  

5.4 The C i t y  shal l adopt arch i t e d u r a l  design, landscaping and s ign ing  
standards; and e s t a b l i s h  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  rev iew process f o r  a l l  
ccmmerci a I  deve lopment. 
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5.5 The C i t y  s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  standards i n  t h e  zoning ordinance f o r  t h e  
development o f  landscaping o f  commercial uses which may r e q u i r e  
subs tan t i a l  b u i l d i n g  setback r e l a t i v e  t o  b u i l d i n g  he igh t  from 
s t r e e t  frontage, as we l l  as t h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  maintenance o f  land- 
scaping i n  requ i red  f r o n t  setback areas and i n  o f f - s t r e e t  parking 
areas. 

5.6 The C i i y  shal I consider  adopt ion o f  an ordinance r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  a1 l 
r o o f  mounted equipment on both e x i s t i n g  and new s t ruc tu res  i n  t h e  
commercial area be screened from publ i c  view from adjacent publ i c  
thoroughfares and from t h e  oppos i te  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t ree t .  

5.7 The C i t y  s h a l l  consider  adopt ion o f  a cmprehensive s ign  ordinance 
r e g u l a t i n g  s ign ing  i n  t h e  community. Th is  ordinance s h a l l  p rov ide  
f o r  a reasonable amor t i za t i on  pe r iod  f o r  nonconforming signs. 

5.8 The C i t y  sha I I conduct a s tudy t o  determine t h e  possi b i  I i t y  o f  
forming a City-wide community improvement d i s t r i c t ( s 1  f o r  t h e  
purpose o f  improving t h e  general appearance o f  t h e  community as 
recommended i n  t h i s  and o the r  elements o f  t h e  General Plan, inc luding,  
bu t  no t  l i m t i e d  t o :  ( I  1 t h e  undergrounding o f  a1 I overhead u t i l i t y  
l i nes on Footh i I I Bou l evard, Verdugo Bou levard and Ange les Crest  
Highway; ( 2 )  landscaping w i t h i n  t h e  p u b l i c  r ights-of-way; and ( 3 )  
a s s i s t i n g  t h e  p r i v a t e  sec to r  i n  land a c q u i s i t i o n  and development 
o f  landscaped commercial pa rk ing  areas. 

5.9 The C i t y  shal I take  p o s i t i v e  steps t o  improve t h e  appearance o f  
F o o t h i l  I Boulevard, Verdugo Boulevard and Angeles Crest  Highway by 
undergrounding p u b l i c  u t i l  ity l i n e s  and equipment; and e l i m i n a t i n g  
u t i l i t y  poles along these roads as economic resources permit .  
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5.10 The C i t y  shal  I seek S t a t e  ass i s tance  i n  t h e  development o f  a  land- 
scaped en t rance  t o  t h e  community w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  markers a t  t h e  
t e rm inus  o f  t h e  Glendale Freeway a t  F o o t h i l  I Boulevard and a t  t h e  
e a s t  and west C i t y  boundar ies o f  t h e  210 Freeway. 

5.11 The C i t y  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a  minimum 8 f o o t  wide s idewalk  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
r igh t -o f -way  f r o n t i n g  new commercial development. 

V 
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