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The C i t y  o f  La Canada F l  i n t r i d g e  i s  located 13.5 m i l e s  nor theas t  o f  
downtown Los Angeles, i n  a  v a l l e y  between t h e  San Rafae l  H i l l s  on 
t h e  south and t h e  San Gabr ie l  Mountains on t h e  nor th .  I t  a d j o i n s  
t h e  C i t y  o f  Glendale t o  t h e  southwest, t h e  C i t y  o f  Pasadena t o  t h e  
east, and t h e  Ange les Na t i ona l  Fo res t  on t h e  nor th .  The C i t y  con- 
t a i n s  an area o f  approx imate ly  8.6 square mi les.  

EARLY SETTLERS 

Among t h e  e a r l i e s t  known s e t t l e r s  o f  t h e  La Canada F l i n t r i d g e  area 
were t h e  G a b r i e l i n o  Indians. Gabr ie l  i n o  i s  t h e  name g iven t o  t h e  
group of  I nd ian  i nhab i t an t s  o f  Southern C a l i f o r n i a .  They a r e  o f  

" t h e  Shoshonean branch o f  t h e  Uto-Aztekan l i n g u i s t i c  s tock.  A l though 
few t r aces  remain due t o  f requent  f l ood ing ,  t h e r e  i s  h i gh  p r o b a b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e  streams and canyons i n  La Canada F l i n t r i d g e  prov ided temp- 
o ra r y  camping grounds f o r  these  Ind ians.  To date, remnants o f  l a rge  
permanent Ind ian camps have been found i n  B i g  Tujunga and i n  t h e  
Linda V i s t a  area. - .  

THE SPANISH PERIOD 

The Spanish land e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  began i n  1769 when Capta in  
Gaspar de Por to la ,  Governor o f  Ba ja  C a l i f o r n i a ,  led an e x p e d i t i o n  
n o r t h  t o  t h e  San Franc isco  Bay area. C a l i f o r n i a  remained under 
Spanish r u l e  u n t i l  1822 when i t  became a  co lony o f  Mexico a f t e r  Mexico 
won i t s  independence from Spain. I t  was du r i ng  t h e  Spanish p e r i o d  t h a t  
t h e  Franciscans and o t h e r  church o r d e r s  es tab l i shed  miss ions th roughout  
t h e  s ta te .  The Miss ion  San Gabr ie l  Arcangel was es tab l i shed  i n  1771. 
I n  1784, Corporal  Jose Mar ia  Verdugo, who was s t a t i o n e d  a t  M i ss i on  San 
Gabr ie l ,  p e t i t i o n e d  Governor Pedro Fages f o r  permiss ion t o  graze 
l i v e s t o c k  on 42,000 acres between t h e  Los Angeles R i v e r  and t h e  Arroyo 
Seco frm t h e  new pueblo o f  Los Angeles on t h e  south, t o  t h e  San 



Gabriel  Mountains on t h e  nor th.  Although La Canada Val ley was p a r t  o f  
t h i s  area, it was probably n o t  used by Verdugo t o  qraze h i s  l i ves tock  
due t o  i t s  i s o ~ a t i b n  and l a c k  o f  a good wate; supply. VerdugoTs grant  
was known as Rancho San Rafae I. 

THE MEXICAN PERIOD 

The missions were secular ized and t h e i r  lands gradua l ly  granted t o  
p r i v a t e  owners a f t e r  Mexican independence i n  1822. I n  1843, lgnac io  
Coronel was granted 12,300 acres i n  t h e  area now conta in ing  La Canada 
F l i n t r i d g e ,  La Crescenta, Verdugo Woodlands and t h e  San Rafael H i l l s .  
Coronel ca l  led h i s  g ran t  !!La Canada a t ras  de Los B e r d ~ g o s ~ ~ .  He was 
ab le  t o  ob ta in  t h e  proper ty  from Governor Micheltorena over t h e  pro- 
t e s t s  o f  Verdugols descendents because it was unoccupied and u n c u l t i -  
vated. 

UNITED STATES OCCUPATION AND STATEHOOD 

C a l i f o r n i a  was occupied by t h e  Un i ted  States a f t e r  t h e  Treaty o f  
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended t h e  Mexican War o f  1846 - 1848. I t  
became t h e  t h i r t y - f i r s t  s t a t e  on September 9, 1850. For many years 
a f t e r  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  Mexican War, land t i t l e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  were 
unset t led.  lgnacio Coronel s o l d  Rancho La Canada t o  two lawyers, 
Jonathan Sco t t  and Benjamin Hayes, i n  1852. Scot t  bought ou t  h i s  par tner  
and i n  1858 t raded Rancho La Canada back t o  J u l i o  Verdugo, a descendent 
o f  Jose Maria, f o r  what i s  now Burbank. Verdugo wanted the  water supp l y  
i n  Verdugo Woodlands f o r  Rancho San Rafael, so he had t h e  U. S. Govern- 
ment Surveyor, Henry Hancock, move t h e  southern boundary between Rancho 
La Canada and Rancho San Rafael f u r t h e r  nor th  t o  a l i n e  running west 
from what I s  now Dev i l l s  Gate Dam. Rancho La Canada was the re fo re  
reduced t o  5,832 acres. J u l i o  Verdugo owned t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  1869 
when Los Angeles County seized t h e  proper ty  by cou r t  order  t o  pay 
Verdugols debts. 
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The p roper ty  was so ld  by t h e  County i n  1872 t o  an A. 8. Chapman and 
Andrew Glassel I. However, a f t e r  r e a l i z i n g  t h e r e  was no water source 
se rv i ng  t h e  proper ty ,  they  so ld  t h e  land g r a n t  i n  1876. Colonel  A. W. 
W i  l I iams, a C i v i  l War veteran, and Dr. Jacob L. Lanterman, a d e n t i s t ,  
bo th  o f  Lansing, Mich igan, purchased t h e  5,832 acres o f  land i n  t h e  
San Gabr ie l  Va l ley  des ignated Rancho La Canada and s t a r t e d  t h e  community 
o f  La Canada now incorpora ted  as La Canada F l  i n t r  idge. Growth o f  t h e  
community was l i m i t e d  u n t i l  1892 when approx imate ly  50 area f a m i l i e s  
organized a land and water company, community church and f r u i t  growersf  
assoc ia t ion .  

TWENTIETH CENTURY 

In  t h e  1920fs, developers began t o  subd iv ide  t h e  land and a t t r a c t  buyers 
w i t h  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  scenery. Edwin T. E a r l ,  i nven to r  o f  t h e  r e f r i g e r a t e d  
f r u  i t r a  i I road car, who a l so  pub I i shed t h e  ltLos Ange l es T r  i bune Expressft, 
bought a la rge  parce l  o f  land a t  t h e  upper nor thwest  corner  o f  t h e  
community o f  La Canada f o r  development. He cat led  h i s  development 
"A l t a  Canyada" and p lan ted  t h e  deodars f o r  which t h i s  development i s  
now renowned. 

On t h e  opposi te  s i d e  o f  t h e  vat l ey  from A l t a  Canyada, U. S. Senator 
Frank P. F l i n t  bought 500 acres o f  t h e  Turner  Ranch and, j o i n i n g  w i t h  
o the r  owners, g r a d u a l l y  acqui red 1,700 acres south o f  F o o t h i l l  Boulevard. 
Th i s  land was subdiv ided and named l l F l i n t r i dgen  and was developed w i t h  
winding s t r e e t s  l a  i d  o u t  by Senator F l  i n t  on horseback. From t h e  
beginning, water was a s e r i o u s  problem and caused much b i c k e r i n g  among 
t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  Colonel  Wi l l iams,  no t  knowing anyth ing about 
Southern C a l i f o r n i a ,  had hoped t o  dam t h e  canyons and use t h e  w i n t e r  
r a i n  water f o r  summer i r r i g a t i o n .  He d i d  no t  r e a l i z e  t h e  porous q u a l i t y  
o f  t h e  s o i l  and t h a t  d ra inage  i s  underground except  i n  f l o o d  stage. 
Furthermore, Rancho La Canada d i d  n o t  inc lude  t h e  canyon streams which 
were on p u b l i c  s e c t i o n  land a l r eady  c la imed o r  homesteaded by Co lone ls  
Pickens and H a l l .  Dr. Lanterman and Colonel  W i l l i ams  appealed i n  va in  



t o  t h e  General Land O f f i c e  f o r  a new survey, hoping t o  have it 
i nc l ude t h e  canyons w i th  t h e  streams w i th  i n  t h e  Rancho boundar i es. 
F ina l l y ,  Dr. Lanterman personal ly  purchased Pickens1 water r i g h t s  f o r  
$1,250 and 40 acres o f  good land i n  L o t  #21 o f  Rancho La Canada. 

The Va l ley Water Co. was formed i n  19 10. We l l s were d r  i l led a t  t h e  cor-  
ner o f  Hampton and Michigan Avenues on Lanterman Esta te  proper ty .  These 
we1 I s  were the on l y  source o f  water. The commun i t y  was then sued by 
t h e  C i t y  o f  Pasadena t o  o b t a i n  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  pump from t h e  Raymond 
Rasin, t h e  underground r e s e r v o i r  beneath e i g h t  communities i n  t h e  area. 
I n  1937, ad jud i ca t i on  o f  water r i g h t s  f o r  users o f  t h e  Raymond Basin 
was s ta r ted  t o  determine t h e  f a i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of underground water t o  
t he  e i g h t  communities. The s u i t  was s e t t l e d  i n  1943 and t h e  Sta te  
Watermaster was appointed t o  con t ro l  t he  amount of water pumped from 
the  underground rese rvo i r .  The amount o f  water apportioned t o  
La Canada F l i n t r i d g e  was not  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  permi t  f u r t h e r  un l im i ted  
proper ty  development. 

In  1951, Assemblyman Frank Lanterrnan sponsored and helped p lan  i n t o  law, 
a major amendment t o  t h e  Munic ipal  Water D i s t r i c f ' A c t  o f  1911 which 
permi t ted formation o f  t he  F o o t h i l l  Municipal Water D i s t r i c t .  I n  1952, 
steps were taken t o  j o i n  t h e  Met ropo l i tan  Water D i s t r i c t  (MWD). Bonds 
were i ssued t o  pay f o r  j o i n  i ng t h e  MWD and f o r  bu i Id  i ng a system t o  
d e l i v e r  waTer t o  t h e  F o o t h i l l  Water agencies. The f i r s t  Colorado R ive r  
water was de I ivered t o  the  commun i t y  i n  1955, j u s t  i n  t i  me t o  r e  I ieve  a 
ser ious drought and heat wave. I n  t h e  e a r l y  Seventies, Assemblyman Frank 
Lanterman introduced and success fu l l y  enacted a b i l l  t o  ob ta in  a balanced 
blend o f  State water f o r  t h i s  area from t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Sta te  Water Pro- 
j e c t  i n  Northern C a l i f o r n i a .  The f i r s t  supply was received i n  July,  1975, 
and a f t e r  mixing w i t h  Colorado R ive r  water, produced a s a t i s f a c t o r y  50 
percent blend t o  hand l e  t h e  needs o f  t h i  s and other  Southern Ca l i f o r n  i a  
communities. 



C l  TYHOOD 
CITYHOOD WINS ! 

7355 For, 2849 Against In Strong Victory 

On November 2, 1976, c i t i z e n s  o f  La Canada and F l i n t r i d g e  overwhelmingly 
supported and voted f o r  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  bo th  communities i n t o  t h e  
C i t y  o f  La Canada Fl  i n t r i dge .  The C i t y  operates w i t h  a counci I -manager 
form o f  aovernment. The f i v e  member counc i l  c o n s i s t s  o f  l oca l  c i t i z e n s  
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e l ec ted  a t  large f o r  f ou r  year  staggered terms. Annual ly,  t h e  C i t y  
Counci l  s e l e c t s  a mayor f rom among i t s  members. The C i t y  Manager i s  
appoi nted by t h e  C i t y  Counci 1 and i s  respons i b l e  f o r  t h e  day-to-day 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y .  A1 I C i t y  func t ions ,  except  p lann ing  and 
f  i nance, a re  c a r r i e d  o u t  by p r i v a t e  con t rac to r s  o r  va r ious  departments 
o f  Los Angeles County. 

On May 15, 1978, t h e  wes te r l y  boundaries of  t h e  C i t y  were f u r t h e r  
extended as a r e s u l t  o f  an annexat ion o f  land sou th  o f  F o o t h i l l  
Bou l evard. 

DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 

Although r e c e n t l y  incorporated as a c i t y ,  La Canada F l  i n t r i d g e  i s  an 
almost f u l  l y  developed, we1 I es tab l i shed  and s t a b i l i z e d  community. The 
most immediate concern of t h e  community i s  t h e  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  
severa l  l a rge  h i 1  l s i d e  p a r c e l s  o f  land. 

The C i t y  has experienced and i s  f a m l l i a r  w i t h  t h e  hazards o f  h i l l s i d e  
development such as f i r e ,  f l o o d  and improper techniques o f  grad ing.  I t  
i s  such hazards and t h e  communityls concern f o r  ma in ta i n i ng  h i gh  stan- 
dards o f  development q u a l i t y ,  des ign  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  r ep resen t  t h e  
C i t y ' s  m s t  p ress ing  issues today. 

A second major concern i s  t h e  improvement o f  t h e  C i t y ' s  commercial 
sect ion.  Residents r e l y  h e a v i l y  upon t h e  l oca l  business community f o r  
p r o v i d i n g  d a i l y  goods and s e r v i c e s  as we l l  as  s p e c i a l t y  items. However, 
many res  idents  purchase such goods and s e r v i  ces i n  neighbor i ng c l  t i es. 
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I t  i s  be l ieved t h a t  w i t h  p rov i s i ons  f o r  improved parking, t r a f f i c  
c i r c u l a t i o n ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  design, landscaping and a b e t t e r  d i s t r i b u -  
t ion  of  uses, t h e  commercial sec t  i on  can be enhanced t o  f o s t e r  an 
increase o f  commercial t rade .  

F i  nal ly, another major  issue c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  C i t y  i n  t h e  nex t  twenty  
years i s  i t s  maintenance p r l m a r i l y  as a s i n g l e  f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
commun i t y  . 
THE GENERAL PLAN 

The General P Ian  rea f  f i rrns commun i t y  cha rac te r  es tab l  i shed i n  t h e  past,  
and w i t hou t  r e d e f i n i n g  such charac te r ,  it expresses C i t y  p o l i c y  regard-  
i ng present and f u t u r e  phys i c a  I, soc i  a I and economic development, based 
on t h e  wide ly-he ld  a t t i t u d e s ,  d e s i r e s  and p r i o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
c i t i z e n r y .  

Th i s  p l an  sets  f o r t h  gu ide l i nes  t o  which development p ro j ec t s ,  p u b l i c  
and p r i v a t e  a l i k e ,  must adhere and i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  statement o f  p o l i c i e s  
governing a l l  C i t y  Counci l ,  adv isory  commission and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
dec is ions  regard ing  zoning, s u b d i v i s i o n s  and p u b l i c  improvements. 

C a l i f o r n i a  p lanning law requ i res  each c i t y  and county t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
p lanning agency and a p lann ing  process t o  gu ide f u t u r e  growth and 
change w i t h i n  t h e  framework o f  o f f i c i a l l y  adopted goals  and p o l i c i e s  
addressing land use, c i r c u l a t i o n ,  housing, environmental  q u a l i t y ,  
conservat ion o f  resources, s a f e t y  and o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  phys ica l ,  s o c i a l  
and economic f ac to r s .  The C i t y ' s  zoning and s u b d i v i s i o n  ordinances, 
p l u s  any o ther  development and land use r e g u l a t i o n s  contained i n  t h e  
C i t y ' s  municipal  code must conform t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  
Genera I P l a  n. 



CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

The La Canada F l i n t r i d g e  General P lan  was generated over  a pe r i od  o f  
years, w i t h  t h e  f i n a l  t e x t  which f o l l o w s  i n  t h i s  document r ep resen t i ng  
t h e  product  o f  an ex tens ive  process o f  c i t i z e n  involvement and input.  
A comprehensive ques t ionna i re ,  cove r i ng  a wide range o f  General P lan  
issues was c i r c u l a t e d  t o  over  600 c i t i z e n s  i n  e a r l y  1977 (A  sample 
ques t i onna i re  i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  appendix).  Based upon responses t o  
t h i s  ques t ionna i re  and severa l  study sessions be fo re  t h e  C i t y  P lann ing  
Commission, d r a f t  goals,  issues and p o l i c i e s  were prepared as a frame- 
work f o r  a D r a f t  P lan  i t s e l f .  C i t y  s t a f f ,  working w i t h  an experienced 
consu l tan t ,  subsequent ly under took d e t a i l e d  research and began p repa r i ng  
t h e  D r a f t  General P lan  t e x t  f o r  community, P lanning Commission and C i t y  
Counci l  review. The D r a f t  General P lan  was publ ished i n  t a b l o i d  form 
and enclosed f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h  t h e  J u l y  27, 1978 issue o f  t h e  La 
Canada Val ley  Sun. I t  i s  es t imated  t h a t  t h i s  document reached approx i -  
mate ly  5,000 househo Ids. 

Subsequent t o  one year o f  rev iew a t  no less  than twenty-one meetings 
he ld  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  r ev i ew ing  t h e  General P lan  and o b t a i n i n g  add i -  
t i o n a l  c i t i z e n  input,  t h e  P lann ing  Commission approved an amended 
D r a f t  General P lan  and recommended i t s  adop t ion  by t h e  C i t y  Counci l .  

- ,  

ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Subsequent t o  adopt ion by t h e  C i t y  Counci I, on March 3, 1980, t h e  
process o f  p lan implementat ion w i l l  a l s o  demand ongoing e f f o r t  f rom 
t h e  community. A n t i c i p a t e d  amendments o r  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  C i t y ' s  
zoning and development-related ord inances must be undertaken and accom- 
p l i s h e d  t o  enable t h e  goa ls  and p o l i c l e s  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  p l an  t o  be 
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  dec i s i ons  and a c t i o n s  by t h e  C i t y .  Programs proposed 
i n t h e  General P Ian a r e  intended as programs t h e  C i t y  des i res  t o  accom- 
p l i s h ,  and a re  n o t  intended as  mandates t o  t h e  C i t y .  The programs w i l l  
be undertaken on a p r i o r i t y  bas i s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  ava i  l a b l e  
s t a f f  t i m e  and f i n a n c i a l  resources. Fur ther ,  t h e  General P lan  should 
n o t  be regarded as a f i n a l  i r r evocab le  C i t y  p o l i c y .  Rather, t h e  p l an  
should be dynamic and f l e x i b l e  i n  meet ing changing C i t y  needs and 
community p r i o r i t i e s .  

%ttroduct ion,  




